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Taxonomic status and problems on marine economic
red algal Family Gracilariaceae

DING Lan-ping, YANG Nan, LIU Jin-mei, JIANG Jing-jing, HUANG Bing-xin
(Collage of Life Sciences, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin Key Laboratory
of Animal and Plant Resistance, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: The red algae of Family Gracilariaceae are important and widely used economic species. However,their
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taxonomic status has caused great controversy in recent years due to the application of molecular biology technology.
Aiming at this problem,the genera Gracilaria , Gracilariopsis and Polycavernosa as key disputed groups are focused,
and their species diversity, research progress and problems are summarized with the affiliation that scholars tried to
answer. Some supporting data from authors are introduced briefly as results as well. It is expected to provide rela-
tively detailed and objective references for scientific and educational personnel who engage in the research of these
groups.

Key words: marine biology; red algae; Gracilariaceae; classification system; species
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